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KEY DATES

Observed Sunday Runs 2009

19 July
16 August
20 September
18 October
15 November
13 December (this is the second Sunday)

Committee Meetings - Ripley Small Hall

Thursday 3 September
Wednesday 4 November

AGM and Open Meeting - Ripley Large Hall

Saturday 19 September 2009 8.30am - 12.30pm

Events - Ripley Large Hall

Monday, 26 October, 7pm: Surrey Police Better Driving Lecture - “Hazard Awareness”
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Observed Runs
Third Sunday of each month at 9.15am, 10.30am and 11.30am

Guildford Borough Council, Woking Road Dept, Guildford.
Telephone 07817 490 446 on Sunday from 9am to 1pm

Appointments for Observed runs - 
contact the Chairman on 07817 490 446 or 01252 519 355

Associate Membership £139

Entitles the Associate to 6 Observed Runs in their own vehicle during 
the 12 months following the date of their first appointment, and includes:

+ the cost of the IAM Advanced Test  
+ the first year's membership of the Institute  from the date of the first run

+ copy of 'Advanced Driving' manual
+ copy of the Highway Code

Full Group Membership (whilst a Member of the Institute) £5 per annum



“I am pleased to be able to report that I passed my
IAM Advanced Drivers test... What a result....and due
in no small part to the efforts of the observers who
took me out on the Sunday runs, and to yourself for
the information supplied, and encouragement given
throughout the course. 

Therefore, I would be grateful if you would pass on my
sincere thanks to the observers who sat in with me.
The patience (and courage) that they display,
accompanying unknown drivers every month deserves
more reward.”
PT

I have great delight in letting you know that on Friday
29th May, I took my advanced driving test with
Graham Young, which I thoroughly enjoyed and
passed with flying colours! Will you kindly pass on my
thanks and appreciation to all your team for such a
fantastic, fun (the Skid control course), pleasurable
and very worthwhile 6 months?

Everyone has been so friendly and encouraging and I
have enjoyed “Taking Using and Giving” all the
Information given to me, from the most invaluable
knowledge, advice, opinions and encouragement from
your dedicated team -The Observers, to help me
improve my driving skills, which I will continue to
demonstrate in this wonderful skill for life.  

Also a big thank you to everyone behind the scenes
who contribute their time to such a very well organised
and dedicated team, especially the girls on the
reception desk who greet us all on a Sunday morning
with big cheery smiles and remember everyone’s
names – well done and thank you!! 

Being a driving instructor myself, I am passing on the
word and work of the I.A.M to all my pupils, colleagues
family and friends and hopefully through my
enthusiasm and encouragement we may get more
people especially the youngsters to join and enjoy the
benefit of the advice and guidance the IAM has to
offer. All in all, it has been a very enjoyable and
rewarding experience.”
JD

Your Letters
Thanks for all your letters, here is a selection
of ‘edited highlights’ from those received
recently.

“My sincere thanks to the Guildford IAM Group for the
valuable mentoring and support throughout the
process of bringing me up to the IAM Membership
Standard. I look forward to contributing to the group's
growth.”
MK

“I passed my test this morning. I shall continue to
improve my driving and use this to help my daughters
in a couple of years. Thank you for your help.”
CD

“... much to my amazement I passed which is a huge
relief. Thank you for all the support and help I
received.” 
SD

“I'm pleased to say that I passed my advanced test
last week. Many thanks to yourself and the other
instructors for your time and effort.”
RT

“Just to let you know that I passed the test today!
Many thanks to all those who took me out on
observed runs - David Penson, John Holcoft, Alison
Wright, Richard Bellamy, David McCarthy,  and Terry
Moody.”
NW

“May I add my name to the list of grateful people who
have passed the IAM test?

Having just passed my test I would like to thank
everyone who helped me, particularly Terry Moody
who restored my confidence when I felt like giving up,
and who gave me  constructive advice and
taught me exactly how to do a reverse park. It was so
helpful to have positive instruction. 

I would say to anyone who is thinking of giving up,
don't!   If I can do it, anyone can. Many many thanks
to you all.”
SL

Welcome

We hope you’re looking forward to summer whether you’re off to the beach abroad, in the UK, for
adventure or sporting holidays or indeed a ‘staycation’ of staying at home and catching up on all
those tasks that elude us the rest of the year!

In this edition we have a very interesting history of the Highway Code, an easy way to check tyre
pressures, plus how your Group recently helped some students at a school in Wimbledon.

As always your comments, contributions and feedback are welcome.
Louisa Wright-Wastell
Editor



Open Meeting

Please put this date in your diary for the next Guildford Group of Advanced Motorists Open
Meeting: Saturday 19th September 2009, to be held in Ripley Village Hall from 9.30am to 12pm.

The AGM will follow the open meeting at 12pm and is expected to last approximately 30 minutes.

If there are any specific matters to be raised at the AGM they are to be notified to the Secretary
in writing or by email (see contact details at the back of the newsletter) no later than 8 September
2009.

Before the AGM, we have a special guest speaker: Richard Marlow, a Traffic Officer with the
Highways Agency will be giving us a presentation regarding his role and the work of the
Highways Agency, and also taking questions afterwards. His talk is expected to last an hour.

We do hope to see you there.

Just as JD mentions in their letter they’re keen to pass on the
benefits of the IAM programme, 

we’d like your ideas on how to raise awareness of the IAM and
the Guildford Group, particularly among younger drivers, to
continue the good work of reducing the risks of road traffic

accidents 
through better driving knowledge and practical skills. 

If you have any ideas, or would like more information 
to pass on to someone you think could benefit, 

please contact the Chairman

We’d love to hear your ideas.



Chairman’s Report July 2009

The sun has arrived and if the pundits are correct we are in for a long, hot summer. Hope they
are right! But if they are, no doubt we will soon be screaming "DROUGHT!" Long, dry conditions
bring with it a number of problems for the unwary driver:

First; the road surface can build up a layer of oil, grease and rubber. This is fine all the time it is
dry but all you need is a light shower and the surface becomes like a skidpan. Once it has rained
heavily for a reasonable amount of time the problem eases but until it does, be careful. 

Second; make sure that the windows are clean both inside and out. There is a tendency for
grease to build up on the inside of the windscreen, which you never notice until going into a low
sun. A smeary windscreen is a real hazard as it can leave you virtually blind at a critical time. If
you are driving with the sun behind you or along one of those tree lined roads with lots of sun
and shadow, consider putting on your headlights so that you are more visible to oncoming
drivers.

The group has been very busy the past few months. Apart from the usual Sunday runs and the
Skid Control Courses, we had a day at Kings College School, Wimbledon where eleven of the
senior students with a full licence and access to a car were put through their paces. An article on
this event appears later in this newsletter. We also had a stand at a job centre training day in
Guildford where a number of job centre staff visited stands about training at work. We had a
number who were interested in the Skill for Life package for themselves or another family
member.

Recently we have seen a big increase in Associates joining the group, 37 in the past, 2½ months.
This is extremely encouraging but it does put pressure on the Observers and it is, therefore,
important that all Associates try to attend for their Observed Runs on a regular basis as this will
be the quickest way of getting to test standard and will ensure that others do not have to wait too
long before they start their training.

As a final reminder, Group Annual subscription forms were sent out with the Spring Newsletter.
Membership at £5.00 for an individual and £7.50 for a couple living at the same address has
remained unchanged for 9 years. If you have not paid your subscription for this year please
action it as soon as possible otherwise this will be the last newsletter you will receive from the
group and we don't want you to miss out.

Happy motoring
Paul Wallace-Stock
Chairman



Police "Better Driving" Lecture

We are pleased to announce that this year's Police Lecture has been scheduled for Monday, 26th
October at Ripley Village Hall.

Once again we are delighted to have the services of Alan Bone and Vince Bailey from the Driver
Training Facility at Burpham and this time the theme for their presentation will be "BETTER
HAZARD AWARENESS SAVES LIVES"

A topic which is certain to be of interest to all road users.

Not only will we have Alan and Vince with us, but also in the second half of the evening we shall
be joined by a member of the Surrey Police Collisions Investigation Unit who will be talking about
his work and also answering questions.

The evening is open to all IAM Members, Observers, Associates and you are welcome to bring
along a non-member if you wish. Refreshments will be provided.

This lecture is bound to be very popular, so if you would like to come along, please contact Terry
Moody as soon as possible to be sure of getting a seat. Please put the date in your diary NOW
to avoid disappointment! 



Region 2 Conference

The Region 2 Conference was held on
Saturday 23rd May at Imber Court Sport
Centre. 

There was a good turnout with a spread of
Groups, both car and motorcycle, represented.

Each group was permitted to send two
representatives to the conference and what
follows is a short report giving a flavour of the
presentations to inform you of things which are
happening in the wider IAM.

David Kenworthy, the IAM Chairman gave a
talk on his role and covered a number of key
issues in respect of Head Office. Of interest,
you may not realise that none of the IAM
Council members is paid, they are all
volunteers.

He outlined the split between the IAM charity
and the commercial arm - Fleet Services.
Whilst any profit for Fleet Services flows to the
charity there is no flow of funds in the other
direction. 

Therefore, the IAM charity cannot fund Fleet
Services Commercial activities, they have to be
self-financing. 

Fleet Services undertakes around 35,000
training drives per year (car only.) These are
about safe driving and do not lead to the
Advanced Driving Test.

The IAM has commissioned market research
from Omega. They have discovered that the
profile of those who purchase Skill For Life is
as follows:

Interest in Driving
Enjoy driving
Heavy road user
Feel strongly about poor driving
Accept that their skills can be improved.

No rocket science there but it might help HO
IAM to target their advertising.

Following this, there has been concern for a
number of years about the general drop out
rate of Associates who purchase Skill for Life.
Surprisingly this is 50% of those who purchase
Skill for Life:

20% are never heard of again - they never
contacted a group in the first place.

Of the remaining 80%; 15% had not taken the
test after two years.

Of those who do take the test, the pass rate is
93%.

Of those who fail and retake the test the pass
rate is 72%.

In respect of membership renewal; the
research suggests that those who leave after
three to five years do so because they felt no
personal relevance to the organisation or what
it stands for. Those who leave after five to
fifteen years usually had only joined to 'put
something back into society' and those who
leave after fifteen years usually consider that
they have done their bit.

David then covered the work carried out by the
IAM Trust and he said that it is having a
positive effect on Government policy. For
instance the Rural Roads Survey published
last year was used to underpin the
governments new 'Road Safety Strategy'. The
IAM Facts Survey 2009 were published in June
and a synopsis will appear in the October
newsletter.

Amanda Smith, a staff examiner, gave a short
presentation about the recent Observer
Training Day hosted by the Portsmouth group. 

This is something that HO IAM is keen to
develop. She then talked about the tests she
has done and the preparation of Associates for
the test. 

A separate article written by Amanda appears
later in this newsletter.



After lunch I got to my feet and gave a
presentation on how the Guildford Group
handles Associates. Apparently some groups
do it badly. I was not saying that we are
perfect! But we do have a structured system,
which seems to work well (and your continued
feedback so we can improve is always
welcome.). It resulted in a good degree of
interest from the other groups. I then
broadened the presentation to include ways of
attracting new Associates and finally to
retaining existing members.

Finally, Lyn Francis from HO IAM, gave a short
talk about the changes at IAM House, which
have been designed to make things work better
and faster. 

The organisation has been streamlined with
one team being responsible for Membership
Services and the other covering Group issues. 

A number of tasks have been centralised and
this should make it more efficient and means
that there are 2 people covering every task.

In conclusion it was a good day and it is hoped
that it will be repeated in the future. 

It is our ultimate wish that our Members and
Associates will see the positive effects of some
of the changes in the near future.

Tyres vs Speed Humps

The tyre will come off second best!

There have been
numerous reports of
poorly maintained
speed humps
damaging the inside
wall of the tyre.

Therefore, when you check your tyres, make
sure you check the inside wall; especially if you
have to negotiate a number of speed humps.

As a tip, when you cross a hump or ramp, dip
the clutch (if you have one.)

This makes the passage over the hump much
smoother.

!
STOP PRESS - OBSERVER VISIT!

I have just managed to arrange a visit to the
Police Motorway Control Centre at

Godstone.

The date for this will be Sunday, 4th October
and we shall be meeting at the centre for

11.00am.

We will be given a guided tour by the
Operations Manager and then taken round the

Ops room to see all the TV cameras which
constantly monitor the M25 and M3 in Surrey.

This visit is open to all Observers but
numbers are limited to 10 people.

If you are interested in securing a place,
contact me as soon as possible.

Terry Moody
Senior Observer



A Brief History of the Highway Code

The Highway Code was first launched in 1931
at a time when there were just 2.3 million
motor vehicles in Great Britain, yet over 7,000
people were being killed each year in road
accidents. Today, there are over 27 million
vehicles on our roads but thanks to greater
public awareness and advances in technology,
only half that number of road deaths occur.
However, that still leaves plenty of room for
improvement.

Some things have not changed over the past
eighty years. The very first edition of the
Highway Code urged all road users to be
careful and considerate towards others and to
put safety first. But other aspects of the Code
have changed considerably. For example, in
1931 mirrors were not even mentioned and
drivers were advised to sound their horn before
overtaking! 

The 1931 edition of the Highway Code cost
just one penny and contained eighteen pages
of advice, compared to ninety three pages in
the 1999 edition and 152 pages today.

Diagrams of road signs - just ten in all - first
made their appearance in the second edition,
as well as a warning about driving while under
the influence of alcohol. Stopping distances
were first mentioned in the third edition, along
with new sections giving hints on driving and
cycling.

In 1954 a brand new version appeared,
complemented by new illustrations in colour,
and giving the entire back cover over to
guidance on First Aid. And the first triangular
warning signs were included in the traffic signs
section. 

By the late 1950's motorways were beginning
to be built, and this led to the inclusion - in the
fifth edition - of a new section on Motorway
Driving explaining things like how to use exit
slip-roads and giving advice on how to avoid
drowsiness when driving long distances.  

By the sixth edition, in 1968, photographs and
illustrations in 3D had been included to help
make rules clear and the price had gone up
from the old sixpence to one shilling and three
pence. This is just over six pence in Decimal
currency. After decimalisation was introduced
in February, 1971, reprinted editions did, in
fact, cost six new pence. This compares to the
price of the current 2007 edition which costs
£2.50.

The new seventy page 1978 edition introduced
the Green Cross Code for pedestrians along
with the new orange badges for the disabled.
And prompted by soaring statistics for car
crime, the amended version contained advice
on vehicle security. 

The 1990's saw a new format, a taller booklet,
and the inclusion of a section on the new
driving theory test which - in the current edition
- has now become part of the Code itself.

The Highway Code has been the official guide
to using the roads safely and legally since
1931. It has contributed enormously to road
safety and reliable road transport. However,
every day, on average around nine people are
killed and around eighty are seriously injured in
road collisions. So it is as important as ever
that all road users, including drivers,
motorcyclists, cyclists, horse riders and
pedestrians, should update their knowledge of
The Highway Code.

Terry Moody
Senior Observer

Surrey Police "Better Driving" Lecture

“BETTER HAZARD AWARENESS SAVES LIVES”
Monday 26th October - 7pm sharp, RIPLEY VILLAGE HALL



King’s College School

On Friday 12th June a number of Observers
from the Guildford and South London Groups
descended upon King’s College School in
Wimbledon. 

Although strictly outside of our catchment area
we had been approached by the school to
organise a better driving day for senior
students who had finished their exams and
were waiting to go to university. All of the
students held a full driving licence and had
access to a car. On the day we had eleven
students and unfortunately one had a problem
- his car failed the MOT that morning! But
undaunted he
attended the rest
of the sessions
although he could
not take part in
the driving
activities.

The day started
with a
presentation by us
on Advanced
Driving. The
theme was less
on the road safety
aspect of driving rather than getting the best
out of your vehicle and one's self and bringing
enjoyment and fun back into driving. We
pushed the message that it was COOL to drive
well. I believe that young men respond better
to this approach rather than pushing the road
safety message down their throat, as we all
know that teenagers are all invulnerable!
Naturally, we all understand that by driving
better they will by default be safer. The Merton
Council Safety Education Officer gave a
second presentation and this covered the
accident statistics for the borough and included
a rather gruesome film about the aftermath of
an actual accident.

The students were then subjected to a short
quiz on the Highway Code; similar to the one
some of you may remember we did at Ripley
Village Hall last year. Then they were split into
two groups. The first group went off on their
Observed runs whilst the other group departed

for the school sports fields where they
underwent manoeuvring tests and answered
questions on the maintenance of their vehicle.
We had a slight problem initially, as upon
arriving at the sports field car park we could
not get in as a trench had been dug across the
road! The head groundsman looked at me and
said, 'Please don't tell me its this week - I
thought it was next week!" But we managed to
get it all sorted after a fifteen minute delay.

We had developed a number of tests, which
included driving on to a bulls eye plate with the
aim of getting the rear left wheel onto the
centre of the circle (see the image.) Not as
easy as you think especially as they were ask
to do it in reverse. 

Another test was to
sit five metres from
two posts and to
have someone
position them so that
they were the exact
width of the wing
mirrors on the car.
They then drove
forward and the
distance was
measured to see if
they could align their
car.

After lunch the groups changed over and the
exercises were repeated. Other than the
Observed runs the other tasks had been
scored and when all had completed their tasks
the scores were added up and the winner
received a skid control course, which was paid
for by the school. All of the students received a
'goodies' pack, which included a copy of
Advanced Driving.

It was an enjoyable and interesting day and I
would like to thank all of the Observers and
helpers who made the day such a success.
The students were very enthusiastic and the
school is determined to repeat the exercise
next year. I believe this may be the best way of
getting the message across to that very
vulnerable 19-26 age group.



Guildford Group of Advanced Motorists Open Meeting

Saturday 19th September 2009

Ripley Village Hall, 9.30am to 12pm.



Tyre Pressures

As Advanced Motorists we are all aware of the
importance of ensuring our tyres are
maintained in a good condition and at the
correct pressure. The IAM's Advanced Driving
Manual offers the following advice:

“Check tyre pressures once a week even if the tyres
appear to hold their pressure well over a long period.
Carry out your check at the start of a trip when the tyres
are cold. Follow the manufacturer's recommended
pressures, using common sense to make slight
variations - perhaps by adding a few pounds when
carrying a heavy load - if you feel they are necessary. At
the same time remove any small stones from the tread
and check the sidewalls for cuts or bulges.”

Under-inflation causes serious problems when
cornering because the sidewalls can move
sideways relative to the wheel rim. This
significantly reduces grip and can make your
car feel unpredictable. Under-inflation also
causes heat to build up in a tyre, increasing
the rate of wear and fuel consumption. Over-
inflation on the other hand results in the tyre
bulging in the centre of the tread pattern so
that a smaller section is in contact with the
road. As much as half of the grip can be lost,
and the central part of the tread will wear
rapidly."

We know it makes sense to check our tyre
pressures regularly but how many of us, hand
on heart, can say that we regularly follow the
above advice? Even the removal of small
stones is a boring chore! I consider that all
drivers, when returning to their parked cars,
would be well advised to make a quick visual
check to ensure that no tyre looks soft or
under-inflated. After all, anyone can pick up a
nail or similar sharp object that can pierce the
tyre just prior to parking.

For instance, within a few months of
purchasing my new car, the front nearside tyre
acquired a 1½-inch bolt right through the
centre of the tread. When parked, most of the
rim of a tyre is hidden within the wheel arch
and is not easily visible or accessible. With the
windows shut and the car in motion, any noise
it might have made through contact with the
road surface was not obvious. Fortunately I
discovered that the tyre was gradually losing

pressure well in time to take the car into my
local tyre centre and have them perform the
repair. Repair, re-balancing and replacing on
the car cost £17. Cost of new tyre, had I ruined
it by running unknowingly at very low pressure,
well over £100? Cost of an accident caused by
poor road holding, who knows?

How did I know I was losing pressure? Well
there are a number of splendid aids available
to make the task simpler and extremely quick! I
had fitted at a cost of just £11 a set of tyre
pressure monitors. These are replacements for
the tyre valve caps supplied with the car. 

There are various different makes on the
market and all have one aim and that is to
indicate when the set tyre pressure deviates
from the required level. 

My particular ones have a clear plastic top,
inside of which are three concentric cylinders
coloured from the outside green, orange and
red. The correct pressure is displayed on the
top of the monitor. They are sold in pairs to
allow for different pressures between front and
rear tyres. If the tyre pressure falls by 3-6psi,
the green cylinder sinks into the monitor and
the orange cylinder becomes visible. The red
cylinder shows when the tyre has lost 10psi or
more. In the case of the bolt through my front
tyre, the pressure in the tyre had fallen by 4psi
on the morning I checked and found the
orange cylinder visible.

There are a number of different types of tyre
monitor gauges on the market all of which work
in a similar fashion. Please remember that
whilst fitting these tyre pressure monitors
allows instant visual checks of tyre pressures
and are a useful aid to safer driving they
should not be used as a replacement for the
more in depth inspection require from time to
time of our tyres.



Member Information

We Welcome...

Holly Barfield David Blight David Bond Daniel Bruce Jane Byers
Craig Chitty Iden Coleman Jonathan Dellow Catherine Edwards  Nicholas Etches
Rupert Fennymore Peter Gardener Nicholas Good Gwen Grace John Goodale
Moira Grieve Christopher Hadley Diedre Heath Thomas Henderson
Suzi Hind Gavin Hollis Sandra Hyde David Jennings Graham Jones
Alexander Leighton Eurion Leonard-Pugh Andy Lloyd Colette Metcalfe
William Nichols Ross Pennington Pia Persson Paul Ramsay Lloyd Voller
Matthew Rawlings Nicholas Sealy Julie Shaw Alexander Smith

Recent Test Passes... 

James Cross M Daws Jane Day Cath Dipple Thelma Etherington   Michael King
Sara Lloyd Mark Nash Susan Ross    Rich Taylor Philip Truscott Nikki Wright
David Fitzpatrick
Well done for passing yor Advanced tests!

Observed Run Stats
Month Numbers Cancelled Failed to Attend Runs 

Booked in Advance Conducted

April 53 15 7 31
May 53 11 11 35
June 55 17 8 30
Do try and make your booked run so that we can help more drivers!

We need... A COMMITTEE MINUTE SECRETARY

TASK
In order to ease the burden on Committee members and to allow them to participate fully in any

discussions for the benefit of the Group, we are seeking someone who will
take the minutes at Group Committee meetings

WHERE?
Ripley Village Hall

WHEN?
Usually the Second Thursday in January, March, May, July, September and November. 

8 pm to 10 pm.

SKILLS
Do you have access to a computer and can use Microsoft Word and would like to make a

contribution to the work of the group?
We would love to hear from you!

ABLE TO HELP?

Please contact the Chairman,Paul Wallace-Stock 



Do you have a friend or relative that would 
benefit from our advice and guidance?

If so, please put them in touch with 
Chris Hughes

Contact details on the inside back page

Please pass on or recycle this newsletter 
once you’re done with it!




